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MDCCCXXXIV. 


Philadelphia,  4th  mo:  18th.  1834. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  convened  at  the 
College  of  Pharmacy,  4th  mo:  18th,  1834,  Dr.  Edwin  P.  Atlee 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  James  S.  Gibbons,  appointed  secre- 
tary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  was  announced  by  the  chairman,  to 
be  the  formation  of  a  City  Anti-Slavery  Society.  He  also  made 
some  appropriate  remarks,  on  the  expediency  and  the  neces- 
sity of  its  speedy  organization:  whereupon,  the  following  resolu- 
tions, offered  by  James  S.  Gibbons,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Isaac 
Parrish,  were  unanimously  adopted. 

In  consideration  of  the  countless  evils  which  result  from  the 
existence  of  Slavery,  and  which  are  rapidly  increasing,  both  in 
number  and  magnitude,  spreading  their  contaminating  influence 
through  every  department  of  American  society,     Be  it  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  necessity  for  the  institution  of  anti-slavery 
societies,  is  not  less  imperious  than  it  ever  has  been  at  any  pre- 
vious period  of  our  national  existence. 

Resolved,  That  the  system  of  Slavery,  independent  of  ex- 
isting evils,  is  fraught  with  consequences  still  more  deplorable; 
and  that  a  crisis  is  impending,  dangerous  to  the  future  peace 
and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  country. 

Resolved,  That  a  City  Anti-Slavery  Society,  be  formed;  and 
that  a  committee  of  six  be  appointed,  to  bring  forward  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting,  a  Preamble  and  Constitution,  for  its  government; 
and  that  they  be  instructed  also  to  prepare  an  exposition  of  the 
general  principles  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct  its  opera- 
tions; with  such  other  matter  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  its 
effectual  organization. 

James  S.  Gibbons,  Charles  Gilpin,  Dr.  Isaac  Parrish, 
Dr.  Edwin  P.  Atlee,  Wm.  J.  Wainwright,  and  George 
Griscom,  were  nominated  to  constitute  the  committee, 
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Thomas  Shipley  then  gave  an  illustration  of  the  enormities 
of  Slavery — the  imminent  dangers  to  which  society  at  large 
is  exposed  by  its  continuance,  and  the  necessity  of  taking  prompt 
measures  to  counteract  its  prejudicial  influence,     When 

On  Motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  30th  inst. 


Philadelphia,  4th  mo:  30th,  1834. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  City  Anti-Slavery  Society;  Dr.  Edwin  P. 
Atlee,  in  the  chair. 

After  the  meeting  was  called  to  order, 

Dr.  Isaac  Parrish  delivered  an  Address  on  the  subject  of 
Emancipation,  in  which  the  claims  of  the  coloured  man  to  his 
inalienable  and  natural  rights,  were  strongly  urged  and  the 
promised  advantages  of  universal  emancipation,  clearly  and  im- 
pressively pourtrayed; — he  also  enforced  the  necessity  of  speedy 
and  concerted  action  amongst  the  real  opponents  of  Slavery,  of 
every  class,  in  order  to  create  a  change  in  public  sentiment,  by 
which  alone  this  odious  system  can  be  exterminated. 

The  following  Report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
preamble,  constitution,  &c.  was  then  read;  and  after  undergoing  a 
full  discussion,  was  adopted. 


PREAMBLE. 


Whereas,  it  is  of  common  occurrence  to  hear  anti-slavery 
societies  denounced  as  prejudicial  to  the  general  harmony,  and  sub- 
versive of  the  true  interests  of  the  country;  and  also  they,  being 
the  subjects  of  the  most  unjust  censures,  and  extravagant  epithets, 
the  undersigned  to  the  following  Constitution  deem  it  incumbent 
on  them  to  declare, 

1.  That  in  advocating  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  United 
States,  it  is  their  conscientious  belief,  that  slave-holding  is  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  of  Christianity,  is  opposed  to  the  genius 
of  our  free  institutions,  and  therefore  is  fatally  subversive  of  our 
best  and  permanent  interests. 

2.  That  so  far  from  anti-slavery  societies  being  prejudicial  to  the 
general  harmony,  and  hostile  to  the  prosperity  of  our  country,  we 
believe  that  they  are  eminently  calculated  to  advance  and  to  per- 
petuate both:  and  that  to  Slavery  itself,  as  an  exhaustless  source 
of  evil,  must  be  attributed  the  dangers  and  dissensions,  which  have 
been  charged  upon  the  advocates  of  its  Abolition. 

3.  That  they  are  fully  aware  of  the  character  of  those  existing 
relations,  which  render  the  subject  of  Slavery  one  of  fearful 
import  to  our  fellow  countrymen  pf  the  South;  and  while  they 
positively  deny  a  disposition  to  attempt  any  unconstitutional  in- 
terference with  those  relations,  they  would  respectfully  urge 
upon  their  consideration,  that  as  members  of  the  same  family,  and 
equally  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  they  cannot  be 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  a  system  which  enters  so  largely 
into  our  domestic  relations: 
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It  becomes,  therefore,  their  duty,  as  friends  to  our  common 
country,  as  lovers  of  its  peace,  and  ardently  desirous  to  strengthen 
the  bond  of  our  union,  it  becomes  them  as  good  citizens,  and  as 
philanthropists,  to  employ  all  constitutional  means  for  its  speedy 
and  total  abolition.  And  they  earnestly  entreat  their  fellow  citi- 
zens to  co-operate  with  them,  in  this  their  laudable  undertaking. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 


This  society  shall  be  called  the  Philadelphia  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  and  it  shall  be  auxiliary  to  the  "  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society." 


r. 


ARTICLE  II. 


Being  convinced  that  it  is  only  through  the  agency  of  an  en- 
lightened and  humane  public  sentiment  operating  in  the  Slave 
States  themselves,  that  Slavery  can  be  peaceably  and  effectually 
exterminated;  it  shall  be  our  object  to  establish  the  universal  con- 
viction, that  the  duty,  safety,  and  best  interests  of  all  concerned, 
require  the  immediate  abrogation  of  those  laws  by  which  Slavery 
is  maintained,  and  the  adoption  of  others,  securing  to  the  man  of 
colour,  his  just  rights,  and  tending  to  elevate  his  moral  and  in- 
tellectual condition:  we  will  also  aim  to  improve  the  character  and 
condition  of  the  free  coloured  population. 


ARTICLE  III. 

It  shall  also  be  our  object,  through  the  medium  of  Congress,  to 
abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  suppress  the  internal 
Slave  Trade,  and  prevent  the  admission  of  any  State  or  Territory 
into  the  general  compact,  in  which  slavery  does,  or  may  exist. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice  Presidents,  a  Secre- 
tary, a  Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspondence,  a  Secretary  of  For- 
eign Correspondence,  a  Treasurer,  and  Board  of  Managers,  all  of 
whom  shall  be  elected  ?'  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  on 
the  4th  day  of  the  7th  month,  (July. ) 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society;  or, 
in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents;  or,  in  their  absence, 
a  President  pro  tern. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

The  Secretary  shall  preserve  a  record  of  the  transactions,  and 
the  papers  of  the  Society,  and  give  notice  of  the  time  of  holding 
its  meetings. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspondence  shall  conduct  the 
correspondence  of  the  society,  with  such  persons  and  auxiliary 
bodies,  as  it  may  direct. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Secretary  of  Foreign  Correspondence  shall  conduct  the 
foreign  intercourse  of  the  society. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  and  hold  all  monies  accruing  to  the 
society,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers;  and  present 
an  annual  audited  report  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  consist  of  the  officers  of  the 
society,  and  eight  additional  members.  They  shall  hold  stated 
meetings  once  a  month,  direct  the  Treasurer  in  the  application  of 
all  monies,  and  call  Special  Meetings  of  the  Society,  at  the  request 
of  five  members,  or  on  their  own  responsibility. 

They  shall  also  provide  the  requisite  accommodations  for  the 
Society,  and  present  at  the  annual  meeting,  a  general  report  of 
their  proceedings. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Any  person  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  who  may  be  approved  of  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  upon 
paying  two  dollars,  and  signing  the  Constitution,  shall  become  a 
member  of  the  society.  The  annual  subscription  shall  be  two  dollars. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  Quarterly,  on 
the. 4th  day  of  the  First,  Fourth,  Seventh,  and  Tenth  months: — 
January,  April,  July,  and  October. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  or  amended  but  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  and  a  proposition 
to  that  effect,  must  have  been  made  at  a  previous  stated  meeting 
the  Society. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Relying  on  the  good  providence  of  God,  to  afford  us  his  blessing 
on  our  benevolent  design,  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  use  our 
best  exertions  to  promote  the  objects  and  principles  set  forth  in 
this  Constitution. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  proceeded  to  an  election  of  officers, 
when  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were  elected: 

President. 
DAVID  PAUL  BROWN. 

Vice  Presidents. 

DAVID  MANDEVILLE, 
JOHN  SHARP,  Jr. 

Secretary. 
JAMES  S.  GIBBONS. 

Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspondence. 
E.  P.  ATLEE. 

Secretary  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 
THOMAS  SHIPLEY. 

Treasurer. 
WILLIAM  J.  WAIN  WRIGHT, 

Managers. 

E.  A.  ATLEE, 
ISAAC  PARRISH, 
CHARLES  GILPIN, 
WILLIAM  A.  GARRIGUES, 
DILLWYN  PARRISH, 
JOSEPH  CASSEY, 
JOSHUA  COFFIN, 
CHARLES  C.  JACKSON, 


EXPOSITION. 


In  order  that  the  principles  of  our  Society  may  be  clearly  un- 
derstood, it  was  provided  in  the  Resolution  under  which  they  were 
appointed,  that  the  committee  should  accompany  the  presentation 
of  the  Constitution,  with  a  summary  exposition,  which  they  accord- 
ingly submit. 

It  appears  to  us  that  a  new  era  has  commenced  in  the  history  of 
abolition.  The  increase  of  knowledge  in  every  quarter  of  the 
Union,  has  necessarily  created  a  more  general  disposition  to  ex- 
amine the  subject  of  slavery  in  all  its  ramifications;  and  where 
men  are  not  disposed  to  engage  in  its  discussion,  they  are  ready 
to  admit  its  importance,  and  to  regard  it  with  more  calmness  than 
formerly.  There  is  however,  a  strong  disposition  in  some,  to  sup- 
press all  inquiry  in  relation  to  it:  they  consider  it  as  a  dangerous 
topic,  which  should  not  be  touched,  but  by  those  who  are  most 
deeply  interested  in  upholding  it. 

There  is  infinitely  more  danger  in  assuming  such  a  position  on 
this  subject,  than  in  relation  to  any  of  the  common  evils  by  which 
society  is  afflicted. 

There  are,  however,  some  considerations,  sufficiently  strong  to 
induce  the  exercise  of  much  charity  towards  our  fellow-citizens 
of  the  South. 

We  are  not  ourselves  entirely  guiltless  of  the  charges,  which 
have  been  so  liberally  cast  upon  them.  There  exists  even  in  the 
most  enlightened  circles  of  society,  in  the  middle  and  eastern 
states,  a  prejudice,  more  cruelly  exclusive  than  any  which  exists 
at  the  South. 

It  is  true,  we  do  not  shackle  the  colored  man  with  chains,  nor  drive 
him  with  a  scourge,  to  labor  under  a  burningisun ;  but  he  is  in  a  great 
degree  shut  out  from  the  light  of  knowledge,  and  condemned  to 
walk  in  the  path  of  ignorance  and  servility.  Not  only  is  he  excluded 
from  our  houses  of  public  worship,  but  he  is  in  a  great  manner 
debarred  from  the  advantages  of  a  common  education.  The 
case  is  even  worse  than  this:  Wealth,  that  sovereign  specific  for 
ignorance  and  immorality,  that  reconciles  all  the  follies  and  the 
faults  of  the  white  man,  confers  no  lordly  bounty  on  the  friendless 
descendantof  Africa;  it  invests  him  with  no  imaginary  perfections; 
it  works  no  magical  change  in  his  character.  When  he  appears  at 
the  door  of  a  college,  and  tenders  the  result  of  years  of  servitude 
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and  economy,  in  exchange  for  the  lessons  of  instruction:  the  en- 
lightened and  humane  professor  turns  coldly  away;  he  rejects  the 
proffered  gold,  for  its  possessor  is  a  black  man;  what  then  are  the 
reflections  of  the  proscribed  applicant;  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
his  case  is  hard,  and  what  renders  it  peculiarly  aggravated,  is,  the 
circumstance  of  his  being  condemned  for  the  very  ignorance  out 
of  which  our  prejudices  prevent  him  from  emerging.  What 
is  more  natural,  than  that  he  should  feel  a  strong  solicitude  to  be- 
come possessed  of  those  rich  treasures  of  knowledge,  which  have 
been  pronounced  by  the  wisest  and  the  best  of  men  to  be  above 
all  price?  and  what  can  equal  the  bitter  mortification  to  which  he 
is  subjected,  when  he  is  turned  empty  away  from  the  schools  of 
"the  most  enlightened  nation  upon  earth!!" 

And  thus,  if  we  trace  the  whole  history  of  his  relations,  we 
shall  find  him  ever  pursued  by  the  spirit  of  unrelenting  persecu- 
tion. Not  only  are  his  personal  rights  invaded,  but  those  also, 
which  appertain  to  his  mental  improvement. 

Considerable  jealousy  having  been  excited  among  our  Southern 
brethren,  relative  to  the  operation  of  Abolition  Societies,  the  com- 
mittee would  respectfully  urge, 

That  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories, 
and  the  internal  slave  trade  now  carried  on  throughout  the  Slave 
States  to  the  amount  of  many  millions  of  dollars  annually,  are 
legitimally  under  the  control  of  the  national  legislature,  and  there- 
fore imperiously  call  for  the  united  action  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  their  suppression,  and  offer  an  interesting 
field  for  the  philanthropic  abolitionist,  in  which  he  may  exert 
himself  without  the  imputation  of  illegal  interference.  If  cor- 
ruption cannot  be  speedily  eradicated  from  the  extremities, 
we  have  the  power  and  ought  to  have  the  will  to  purge  the 
heart  or  centre  of  our  system  from  the  foul  sin;  that  the  ears  of 
freedom's  champions  may  no  longer  be  assailed  by  the  wails  and 
shrieks  of  our  scourged  and  enslaved  fellow  men.  There  is  also  a 
mighty  moral  influence,  the  force  of  public  opinion,  which  may 
with  the  strictest  propriety  be  made  to  bear  on  the  people  of  the 
individual  states,  the  depositories  and  the  sources  of  power. 

It  shall  be  our  duty  to  represent  the  enormities  of  the  slave 
system,  and  its  destructive  influence  upon  our  commercial,  politi- 
cal and  moral  prosperity.  By  the  force  of  truth,  and  the  aid  of 
that  power  from  which  truth  is  an  emanation,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  the  deep  conviction  of  the  error  and  evil  of  their  ways 
may  be  placed  so  vividly  before  them,  that  the  anti-christian  laws, 
which  bind  the  coloured  inhabitant  down  to  the  earth,  body  and 
soul,  may  be  swept  from  among  their  statutes.  Within  the  limits 
that  we  have  prescribed,  all  may  labor  without  fear  of  raising  into 
angrycollision,  factions  and  parties. 
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We  shall  advocate  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  without  expatriation. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  coloured  man  can  never  elevate  him 
self  above  his  present  degraded  condition,  in  this  country;  that  he 
must  therefore  seek  a  refuge  in  distant  parts;  but  whither  shall  he 
go?  Must  all  the  the  tender  ties  of  nativity  and  kindred  be  reck- 
lessly violated,  as  the  only  conditions  of  his  release  from  the  bon- 
dage in  which  he  now  groans?  And  must  he  be  exiled  to  a  foreign 
clime,  to  gratify  the  cruel  prejudices  of  his  oppressor?  Humanity 
and  justice  forbid  it. 

We  do  not  regard  emancipation  with  exile,  even  if  practicable, 
as  worthy  the  toleration  of  freemen;  and  we  repeat,  that  our  ob- 
ject is  abolition  untrammelled  by  any  such  conditions. 

The  committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  an  elabo- 
rate discussion  of  all  the  various  points  embraced  by  the  preamble. 
Those  which  they  have  not  alluded  to,  are  sufficiently  plain  with- 
out comment. 

In  conclusion  they  would  make  this  remark.  The  magnitude 
of  the  enterprise  in  which  we  are  about  to  embark,  is  without  a 
parallel,  and  the  immense  interests  which  are  concerned  in  it, 
should  serve  to  stimulate  us  to  corresponding  exertions. 

Let  us  never  cease  our  endeavors,  until  slavery  shall  become 
entirely  extinct,  and  our  institutions,  effectually  purged  from  the 
gross  impurities  which  they  have  acquired  under  its  influence. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  prosperity  of  our  beloved  country 
be  fixed  on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis;  her  wounds  which  are  now 
bleeding  shall  be  healed,  and  the  voice  of  dissension  shall  no  long- 
er be  heard  within  our  borders. 
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